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present conflict, might form the basis for a future neutrality
agreement between England and Germany/which had been
the object of his policy ever since he had been Chancellor.42
Bethmann's bid for British neutrality was a most un-
fortunate and foolish blunder. It made the worst possible
impression in London. Sir Eyre Crowe * noted: "The only
comment that need be made on these astounding proposals
is that they reflect discredit on the statesman who makes
them/' He concluded that "Germany practically admits
the intention to violate Belgian neutrality," and "is prac-
tically determined to go to war."4S Sir Edward
Grey, -after securing the approval of Mr. Asquith, but with-
out waiting to lay his answer before the Cabinet, replied
to Goschen that the Chancellor's proposals "cannot be
entertained for a moment." England's material interests
made it impossible to allow France to be so crushed as to
lose her position as a Great Power, even though Germany
should not take territory from France as distinct from her
colonies. "But apart from that, for us to make this bargain
with Germany at the expense of France would be a dis-
grace from which the good name of this country would
never recover." Nor could England bargain away hey
obligation and interest as regards the neutrality of Belgium,
England must preserve full freedom to act as circumstances
should require.44 In his memoirs also Grey reveals the
"feeling of despair" with which he read Bethmann's dis-
honoring proposal, which was "like a searchlight lighting
up an aspect of the situation which had not yet been looked
at."45 Next day he asked the French and German Govern-
ments each for an assurance to respect the neutrality of
42 Goschen to Grey, My 30, 1:20 A.M., received 9 A.M.; B.D., 293.
Bethmann had spoken from typewritten notes (c/. K.D., 373) and
Goschen, to insure accuracy, made on the spot a draft of the Chan-
cellor's statement and read it to him for his approval before sending it
to Grey (BIX, 677).                               43 Minute on B.D., 293.
44 Grey to Goschen, July 30, 3:30 P.M.; B.D., 303.
45 Grey, I, 316 &